2. Botanical terms and fern structure

2.1. Classification

Ferns are an ancient group of the Plant Kingdom, in the Division Pteridophyta. For further classification
information visit Landcare's website.

2.2. Fern structure
Below are two different fern species, labelled to show appropriate terminology.
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; : A pinnate frond
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“% ; A tri-pinnate frond
§ 4 4 / (thrice-branched)
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of a frond which may be
seen as two regions:

: ji ] a.Rachis: that part of the
-~ Ko ; ks, stalk from the lowest
’! L pinnae, to the tip of the

frond.

b.Stipe: the stalk below
/ the pinnae \

The reproductive structures of ferns may be seen as a whole fertile frond, or seen in distinctive clusters, called
sori, on the undersides of the fronds. Below, the magnified portions of two very different species show distinct
arrangements of sori.

A leaflet of ‘Kingfern’
Marattia salicina




